[image: ]
2026–2027 Cultural Grant Program Guidelines
Important: Please read carefully before applying.
Marion Cultural Alliance (MCA) will award up to $30,000 in competitive funding for the 2026–2027 cycle.
These grants support specific projects and programming and do not provide general operating support.
MCA’s Cultural Grants are designed to champion creativity, expand access, and strengthen our community through the arts. We encourage thoughtful, impactful proposals that reflect the cultural vibrancy of Marion County.
About the Cultural Grant Program
Established in 2001, MCA’s Cultural Grant Program invests in projects that:
· Increase access to and participation in arts, culture, history, heritage, arts education, or science 
· Serve as a catalyst for community engagement and positive change 
· Strengthen Marion County’s cultural ecosystem 
With this cycle, MCA will have awarded approximately $645,000 to 45 nonprofit organizations, including support from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).
Funding Overview
· Grant Range: $1,000 – $10,000
· Match Requirement: Request may not exceed 50% of total project cost 
· Funding Period: Projects must occur between
September 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027 
· Funding is competitive; not all eligible applications will be funded 
Eligibility Requirements
Applicants must:
· Be a nonprofit organization with 501(c)(3) status for at least two years at time of the application
· Be in good standing with the State of Florida and the IRS 
· Be based in or provide programming in Marion County 
· Have a mission focused on arts, culture, history, heritage, arts education, or science 
· Maintain an active governing board and organizational structure 
· Ensure programming is open to the public and accessible 
Additional requirements:
· Obtain a Unique Entity ID (UEI) through SAM.gov 
· Submit two years of organizational budgets 
· Be in good standing with any previous MCA grants 
Organizations may submit one application per cycle.
Eligible Projects
Projects must:
· Take place in Marion County 
· Be open and accessible to the public 
· Include professional artistic, cultural, educational, or scientific components 
Examples include:
· Exhibitions 
· Performances and festivals 
· Arts and cultural education programs 
· Community-based arts initiatives 

Ineligible Uses of Funds
Grant funds may not be used for:
· General operating expenses 
· Capital improvements, renovations, or equipment purchases 
· Fundraising events or related costs 
· Food, beverage, or hospitality expenses 
· Scholarships, awards, or tuition 
· Lobbying or political activities 
· Religious programming without a secular purpose 
· Private or members-only events 
· Regranting or donations 
· Projects benefiting for-profit entities 
· Projects in the following areas: beauty pageants, cosmetology, face painting, karaoke, magic shows, mineralogy, gemology, quiz bowls, pyrotechnics
· 
Administrative expenses may not exceed 15% of the project budget.
Application Timeline
· Application Opens: May 8, 2026 
· Courtesy Review Period: Through June 30, 2026 
· Application Deadline: July 18, 2026 
· Committee Review: Early August 2026 
· Board Approval: Late August 2026 
· Notification: By end of August 2026 
· Project Start Date: September 1, 2026 
· Award Distribution: TBD but no later than October 29th. Should funds be needed prior to this date, please contact jaye.baillie@mcaocala.org 

Evaluation Criteria
Applications are reviewed and scored by a panel using the following criteria:
1. Artistic Excellence (30 points)
· Quality of artists, programming, and artistic vision 
· Innovation and creativity 
2. Community Impact & Engagement (40 points)
· Relevance to the community and intended audience 
· Access for underserved or underrepresented populations 
· Strength of partnerships and collaborations 
3. Organizational Capacity & Fiscal Responsibility (30 points)
· Clear and realistic budget 
· Ability to execute the project successfully 
· Leadership, governance, and operational strength 
4. Accessibility & Inclusion
All applicants must:
· Provide equal access and opportunity in programming and employment 
· Ensure compliance with applicable civil rights and accessibility laws 
Funding Decision Process
1. Staff Review: Eligibility and completeness check 
2. Committee Review: Applications scored using rubric 
3. Board Approval: Final funding decisions 
4. Notification: Applicants informed via email 
Applicants may request feedback following the review process.
Grant Requirements 
Grantees must:
· Use funds only for approved project expenses within the grant period 
· Request approval for any significant changes 
· Provide MCA with advance notice of events for promotion 
· Include MCA acknowledgment in all materials:
Include MCA supported logo if room, if not “Supported in part by the Marion Cultural Alliance” 
Final Reporting
Due within 30 days of project completion, including:
· Narrative of outcomes and impact 
· Attendance and demographic data 
· Documentation of MCA acknowledgment 
· Four high-resolution images of the project 
Grantees must retain records for five years.
Accessibility & Inclusion
All applicants must:
· Provide equal access and opportunity in programming and employment 
· Ensure compliance with applicable civil rights and accessibility laws 
Additional Notes
· Do not wait until the deadline to begin your application or to obtain UEI
· Incomplete applications will not be reviewed 
· MCA may use submitted materials for promotional purposes 
· Projects impacting historic sites or outdoor spaces may require additional review 
Contact Information
Jaye Baillie, APR						Trish Kilgore
Executive Director						MCA Grant Chair
 jaye.baillie@mcaocala.org					trishkilgore@aol.com
 352.369.1500						352.843.4147
Chelsey Marques, MCA Administrative and Grant Coordinator 
Chelsey.marques@mcaocala.org
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